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Introduction 

In preparation for the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in 

Apia, Samoa, 1st to 4th September 2014, the Saint Lucia National Trust (SLNT) convened a 

consultation to seek the views of Saint Lucia’s civil society on their priorities for national 

sustainable development and to capture their recommendations for presentation to the 

Conference by Saint Lucia’s delegation. This consultation was hosted from 6th to 7th August 2014 

in collaboration with the Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and Technology 

and the Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action – St. Lucia (CAFRA), and with 

financial and technical support from the Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme 

(GEF SGP). The views and recommendations captured were compiled into a communiqué which 

was submitted to the Government of Saint Lucia. 

 

The outcome document of the Conference, the Small Island Developing States Accelerated 

Modalities of Action or the S.A.M.O.A. Pathway, was formally adopted by the United Nations 

Member States. In the document the commitment made at previous at United Nations conferences 

and summits on sustainable development to support the sustainable development of SIDS was 

reaffirmed with particular emphasis on the need for a more integrated approach with the support 

of the international community and a wide variety of stakeholders. 

 

The unique circumstances and challenges to sustainable development faced by SIDS were also 

reiterated in the document. Among other things, consideration was given to the fact that the 

adverse impacts of climate change further compound the challenges of SIDS and also places 

additional burdens on their limited financial resources, thereby impinging on their efforts to 

achieve their sustainable development goals. Recognition was also given to the motion that this 

financial burden is further exacerbated by the inadequate availability of financial resources to 

facilitate the implementation of climate change adaptation and mitigation projects coupled with 

the complex funding application procedures involved in accessing available funds. 

 

Having taken into consideration the special situation of SIDS, the document recommended a 

number actions to be undertaken at all levels. As it relates to the specific involvement of civil 

society, among others the document mentioned the following: 

 

 We reaffirm the importance of engaging a broad range of stakeholders at the global, 

regional, sub-regional, national and local levels, including national, subnational and local 

governments and the scientific community, private businesses and civil society, and also 

including youth and persons with disabilities, and also reaffirm that gender equality and 

the effective participation of women and indigenous peoples are important for effective 

action on all aspects of climate change; 
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 We recognize that genuine and durable partnerships will play an important role in 

advancing sustainable development by harnessing the full potential of engagement 

between governments at all levels, businesses, civil society and a wide range of other 

stakeholders. We further recognize that partnerships are effective instruments for 

mobilizing human and financial resources, expertise, technology and knowledge and can 

be powerful drivers for change, innovation and welfare; 

 

 Partnerships in all their forms, regardless of size and economic value, should be utilized, 

enhanced and strengthened to ensure the meaningful engagement of various actors 

(including local authorities, civil society and non-governmental organizations, 

foundations, the private sector and international financial institutions) and should work to 

achieve the small island developing States’ vision of self-reliance and to cooperate in the 

implementation of national policies that help fulfil the commitments made in the Barbados 

Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy, the Samoa Pathway, the Millennium 

Development Goals and other international declarations and instruments; 

 

 We recognize the importance of the efforts of developing countries to strengthen 

leadership regarding their own development, national institutions, systems and capacity 

to ensure the best results for effective development by engaging with parliaments and 

citizens in shaping those policies and deepening engagement with civil society 

organizations.  

 

Given the importance of civil society in the achievement of sustainable development goals, the 

Saint Lucia National Trust convened another consultation with Civil Society Organisations (CSO) 

on 9th October 2014. The overall objective of that consultation was to present some of the 

outcomes of the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) (SAMOA 

Pathway) and to enlighten CSO about their important role in establishing and sustaining 

partnerships and in moving Saint Lucia’s sustainable development agenda forward. This Post 

Samoa Consultation was hosted in collaboration with the Ministry of Sustainable Development, 

Energy, Science and Technology with financial and technical support from the Global Environment 

Facility Small Grants Programme (GEF SGP).  
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Summary of Presentations 
 

The day’s sessions commenced with opening and welcome remarks from Mr. Bishnu Tulsie, 

Director of the Saint Lucia National Trust. Mr. Tulsie in his welcome remarks expressed his delight 

in the remarkable level of representation by Civil Society Organisations (CSO) at the consultation. 

Participants were then asked to introduce themselves and the organisations that they represent. 

 

Following the introduction of participants, Mr. Giles Romulus, National Coordinator of the Global 

Environment Facility Small Grants Programme delivered a presentation on Samoa Outcomes and 

Thematic Trends. Mr. Romulus’ presentation commenced with an overview of the delightful 

experience and meeting atmosphere in Samoa which was followed immediately by a recount of 

two of the concluding statements from the outcome statement. Mr. Romulus emphasized that 

although the United Nations, Heads of States and Governments remained committed to the 

sustainable development of SIDS “this could be achieved only with a broad alliance of people, 

governments, civil society and the private sector all working together to achieve the future we 

want for present and future generations.” 

 

As mentioned by Mr. Romulus, the core statement from Samoa was that “People must be at the 

centre of the S.A.M.O.A. Pathway Declaration and Implementation Plan, connected by accountable, 

genuine, and durable partnerships where human rights, gender equity, environmental 

sustainability and economic justice are the core of all sustainable development pursuits in Small 

Island Developing States.”  

 

In his presentation Mr. 

Romulus pointed out that 

Human Rights Based Approach 

(HRBA) was adopted in Samoa 

and in essence it sort to 

identify the entitlements of 

individuals and groups with 

valid claims referred to as 

‘rights holders’ and the 

corresponding obligations of 

the State and non–state actors 

referred to as ‘duty-bearers’.  

The approach also involved 

measures that were required 

for the strengthening of the 
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capacities of the rights-holders to make their claims, and the duty-bearers to meet their 

obligations. 

 

Mr. Romulus highlighted the following principles and thematic areas that were given 

consideration in Samoa: 

1. Partnerships (genuine and durable).  

2.  Common but differentiated responsibilities 

3.  Gender Equity  

4.  Transformative development 

5. Justice (retributive and restorative)  

6.  Inter-generational Justice   

7.  Inclusive dialogue 

8.  Security  

9. Vulnerability   

10. Disaster Risk Reduction 

11. Resilience  

12.  Seas and Oceans 

13. Management  

14. Biodiversity  

15. Climate Change  

16.  Food Security & Nutrition  

17. Education for Sustainable Development 

18. Capacity & Capability                    

19. Renewable Energy  

20. Volunteerism  

21. Indigenous people.  

 

Mr. Romulus’ presentation was followed by a brief question and answer session and then a 

participatory session facilitated by Mr. Tulsie. The aim of this session was to seek further 

information and guidance on the formation of the Coalition on Sustainable Development, the 

structuring of which began at the last CSO consultation. The group was presented with an outline 

for the proposed structure for the coalition as well as a sample charter document which served as 

a guide and a stimulus for the discussion. (See Appendix 3 for coalition structure) 

Mr. Adrian Augier, Chairman of the National Vision Commission, was then invited to give an 

overview of the National Vision Commission, its purpose and the approach taken to develop its 

Charter. Mr. Augier’s delivery captured the attention of the audience and resulted in many 

questions and a lively discussion.   
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Summary of Discussions 
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Consultation Evaluation 

The consultation evaluation was conducted electronically via survey monkey using the email 

addresses provided by participants. The survey was sent to thirty-nine individuals which 

represented 89% of the total number of participants. The 11% difference included five individuals 

who did not have email addresses. The conveners of the workshop and the presenters were also 

excluded from the survey list.  Twenty-one (54%) individuals participated in the survey and their 

responses which were summarized by survey monkey are presented below. 

Question 1: Did this workshop meet your expectations? 

Twenty individuals responded to this question and they all indicated that the consultation met 

their expectations. 

Question 2: How would you rate this workshop in terms of meeting its objectives? 
 
    

 
Figure 1 – Rating for workshop objectives met 

 

All twenty one individuals who participated in the evaluation responded to this question. Most 

individuals thought that it was either good (62%) or excellent (24%). 

Question 3: How would you rate the presentations that were delivered at the consultation? 

 

Figure 2- Rating of presentations delivered 
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Twenty individuals rated the presentations that were delivered. Overall the presentations were 

well received by participants because 45% indicated that they were excellent and 55% thought 

that they good and no one thought otherwise. 

Question 4: What would you say are two of the main learning points that you took away 

with you from this workshop? 

The learning points of the fifteen individuals who responded to this question were: 

 The need for CSOs to work together to achieve more and to speak with one voice. 

 Information on how GEF functions.  
 The way that groups can be assisted to develop projects. 
 That the Samoa Meeting was a success and that there is a Citizens' Coalition in the making 

to serve as a pressure group. 
 Importance of CSO's in the developmental process.  
 The need to engage the youth further.  
 Need for collaboration among NGOs/CBOs/FBOs.  
 Need for more information/knowledge.  
 The need for CSO involvement in national development. 
 There is more capacity of CSOs than we may think. 
 Antecedents of the workshop charting the way forward. 
 Need for awareness of the environment and education. 
 Become a member of the UN major groups. 
 Form small groups of specific skill sets.  
 The need for greater collaboration among CSOs and NGOs  
 The need for greater independence of structures, funding and operations outside the 

sphere of formal Government. 
 In SIDS much of the development in communities is likely to take place by collaboration 

of civil society groups and through volunteerism. However, the political will of the 
"powers that be" could/should drive and support the development.  

 Civil society groups should strive to build capacity (skills, etc) so as to manage/ fulfill 
development in various areas in their communities.  

 Need to have a collaborating mechanism for civil society participation in sustainable 
development. 

 Public sensitisation and interagency communication is VIP.  
 The human rights based approach and the elements specific to it. 
 That we need to be active in our own development.  
 Clearer in my mind the priorities needed for a local Civil Society Organisation.  
 Learned more about the "Vision Commission" and its Work.  
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Question 5: Will you be reporting back to your organisation? 

Out of the twenty responses to this question, nineteen individuals (95%) responded in the 

affirmative and one individual (5%) said that he/she would not be reporting back to their 

oganisation. 

 

Question 6: If yes, in what form will you be reporting? 

 
Figure 3 - Reporting formats 

 

All nineteen individuals who responded to question five also provided a response to this question. 

More individuals (63%) indicated that they would be providing a verbal report either to 

management or their colleagues than written reports. The total number of reports provided to 

colleagues (53%) was slightly higher (47%) than the reports that would be provide to 

management. This suggests that there may be a need to provide heads of relevant organizations 

with continuous updates on the process directly in order to retain stakeholder involvement.  

Additionally, one individual indicated that they would be reporting to the Executives of their 

organization, another highlighted that he/she would be reporting to a community and in one 

instance the individual specified that he/she would be reporting to both management and their 

colleagues.  

Question 7: Will your organisation be interested in participating actively in a Coalition of 

CSOs for Saint Lucia? 

Out of the twenty responses to this question, eighteen individuals (90%) responded yes and two 

individual (10%) said no. 
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Question 8: How would you rate the venue for this Consultation?  

 
Figure 4: Rating of consultation venue 

Twenty-one individuals responded to this question. Overall the venue was well suited for the 

workshop as was indicated by the nine (43%) individuals who said that it was good and the ten 

(48%) who said that it was excellent.  

Question 9: Give one recommendation you would like to make which could have 

improved the quality of this workshop.  

Eighteen individuals responded to this question. Eleven indicated that it was not applicable and 

the remainder suggested the following: 

 Questions and statements should be direct, positive and related directly with the subject 
matter.  

 Verification on whether participants received information disseminated prior to 
workshop should have been done.  

 Involve more CSOs.  
 Name and organisation badges. A lot of persons to remember.  
 "Big group" don't necessarily means "big work". If you want to inform/ educate members 

of activities it’s ok but to achieve maximum from your workshops keep group minimized.  
 Opportunity to hear from more CSOs about their reasons for joining a coalition  
 Should have been a full day, so much to discuss.  
 

Question 10: How would you rate the overall workshop?  

Twenty-one individuals responded to this question Eleven individuals (52%) indicated that the 
workshop was good, nine (43%) thought it was excellent and one (5%) felt that it was average 
but no one indicated otherwise. As such, it can be concluded that overall (95%) participants 
thought that the consultation was good.  
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Appendix A – Consultation Agenda 
 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS POST SAMOA CONSULTATION  
 

Venue: Palmville Conference Room, Coco Palm Hotel, Rodney Bay, Gros Islet   

Date: 9th October 2014 

9:30 a.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00a.m.  Welcome Remarks & Introductions - Bishnu Tulsie – 

SLNT 

10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Samoa Outcomes & Thematic Trends - Giles Romulus – National 

Coordinator – GEF/SGP 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Questions & Answers 

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Developing an Agenda for a Coalition on Sustainable Development- 

 Bishnu Tulsie – SLNT 

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. BREAK 

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Introduction to National Vision Commission - Adrian Augier, 

Chairman- National Vision Commission 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.           Coalition Charter – Adrian Augier, Chairman – National Vision  

                Commission 

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Question & Answer 

12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. Discussion on the Structure of the Civil Society Coalition – Bishnu 

Tulsie 

12:45 p.m. –1:00p.m.  Next Steps & Wrap up 

1:00 p.m.  LUNCH 
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Appendix B – List of Participants 
 

Name Organisation 
Adric Edward Babonneau Youth Synergy 

Alva Lynch Castries Fishermen's Cooperative 

Anastasie Augustin Ti Colon B/St. Joseph women farmers 

Angus Philogene Floral Co-Op 

Anita James Retired Civil Servant 

Annatalia Charles ATLAS 

Anthia Joshua 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food Production, Fisheries, Co-
operatives and Rural Development 

Augustine Dominique Laborie Development Foundation 

Avery Trim  
Ministry of Physical Development, Housing and Urban 
Renewal 

Bishnu Tulsie Saint Lucia National Trust 

Caroline Eugene 

Sustainable Development and Environment Division - 
Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and 
Technology 

Chesterfield Octave National Consumers Association 

Delroy Alexander Sacred Sports Foundation 

Dominic Alexander Soufriere Regional Development Foundation 

Donnalyn Charles 

Sustainable Development and Environment Division - 
Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and 
Technology 

Drenia Frederick Cultural Development Foundation 

Egbert Jean Babonneau Youth Synergy 

Emmanuel Alexander Iyanola Council (ICAR) 

Florencius Eudovique 
Ministry of Physical Development, Housing and Urban 
Renewal 

Floreta Nicholas Act Now Generation 

Floretta L. Hinds N.O.W. 

Frances Fowell Tapion Residents & Business Association 

Giles Romulus GEF-Small Grants Programme 

Hubert F G James National Consumers Association 

Jeannine Compton-Antoine Soufriere Marine Management Association 

Joan John-Norville Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 

Joanna Rosemond Saint Lucia National Trust 

John C. Edward Mille Fleur Co-Op 

Kenson Daniel Eco South Tours  

Lancia Isidore National Council of & for Persons with disabilities 
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Name Organisation 
Marcia Haywood Caritas Antilles 

Mark Remy Farmers with disabilities, Beekeeping Association 

Martha Mc Lennon Act Now Generation 

Martin Weekes Saint Lucia Blind Welfare Association 

Matilda Weekes Ti Colon B/St. Joseph women farmers 

Merle St. Clair-Auguste Sir Arthur Lewis Community College 

Milton F. Branford Archeological and Historical Society 

Raphael C. Kingsley St. Hill National Consumers Association 

Rebecca Hung Saint Lucia National Trust 

Shirlene Simmons Saint Lucia National Trust 

Sumitra Jagroop-Leo St. Lucia Chamber of Commerce 

Tarribba Hinkson CDN 

Terrencia Gaillard Saint Lucia Red Cross 

Vincent Clarke Aupicon Charcoal Producers 

Wendell Bertrande National Youth Council 

Wentland Paul GEF/SGP 

Yasmin Jude 

Sustainable Development and Environment Division - 
Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and 
Technology 

Yves Renard Labowi Promotions/ Laborie Development Foundation 
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Appendix C – Coalition Structure 
 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS POST SAMOA CONSULTATION  

 

Structuring the Coalition 

 

 

1. Are we happy with the name:  Civil Society Coalition for Sustainable Development 

 

2. Do we need to state a Vision? If so, what should it be? 

 

3. Mission: 

 

4. Agenda/Programme/Role 

 

5. Operational issues/guidelines 

 

6. Structure 

 

7. Membership 

 

8. Executive Committee 

 Size 

 Membership 

 Election/selection 

 Term limits 

 

9. Funding 

 

10. Secretariat/coordinator 


